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WA EDUCATION AWARDS 2011 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.06 pm]: Nominations opened yesterday 
for the 2011 WA Education Awards. The state awards give the community the chance to thank and recognise 
inspiring public school principals, teachers and support staff. These professionals make a difference to students’ 
lives and deserve to spend some time in the limelight, to be rewarded for their hard work in educating our 
students. I encourage parents to think about the positive impacts teachers have made on their children’s lives, 
and for children and young people to reflect on the teachers who are making a difference, and consider 
nominating them. The WA Education Awards are now in their fourth year. This year more teachers than ever 
will be acknowledged. 

For the first time Western Australia’s most talented teachers will be able to go on to compete for the title of 
Australia’s best, with the introduction of new national awards. In order to allow this progression onto the 
national stage, the Western Australian awards will for the first time separate awards for primary and secondary 
school teachers, as well as primary and secondary school principals. New categories such as the WA Primary 
School of the Year and WA Secondary School of the Year will also be included. This change allows direct 
progression from winning a WA Education Award to nomination for the Australian Awards for Outstanding 
Teaching and School Leadership. The 2010 WA Principal of the Year, Lee Musumeci; 2010 WA Premier’s 
Teacher of the Year, Susan Sheridan, and finalist David Henderson; and 2009 WA Principal of the Year, 
Carolyn Cook, will be the first four educators from Western Australia in the running for this year’s national 
accolades. The national winners will be announced at a ceremony in October. 

I am very proud that these educators will represent Western Australian public schools in the national awards. 
Their dedication, vision and enthusiasm are second to none, and represent the exceptional quality of teaching in 
public schools. Winners of the 2011 WA Education Awards will be announced at a presentation breakfast at the 
Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre on Monday, 5 December 2011. 

Nomination kits are available from all public schools and online at the Department of Education’s website. 
Entries for the WA Education Awards close on 5 August. Mr Speaker, the WA Education Awards would not be 
possible without the support of corporate sponsors: GESB, BHP Billiton, Teachers Health Fund, Teachers Credit 
Union and Delron Cleaning, providing a combined $210 000 in cash sponsorship. I thank them for their support. 
 


